
UK OAK DOORS

How To Hang An Internal

Using Butt Hinges
Oak Door
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Hanging a solid oak door with butt hinges is a relatively simple 
job, however doing it wrong could result in gaps between the 

door and frame.

It could also result in the door sticking to the floor or the frame, causing difficulties when 
opening or closing the door. An improperly lined up door will also result in problems latching 

or locking it. 

Bits you will need...

Door

Hinges x3 Screws Drill Pencil Wedges

Plane Chisel Sandpaper Tape Measure
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1. Measure the door opening. The door needs to be 1/4 of an inch smaller than this opening.  If 
you are just replacing an old door then skip this step and simply measure the old door 
that you are replacing.

2. Use a hand planer to trim the door to the correct size. This will shave a layer off the door. Re-
peat this step until the door reaches the desired size. Always remember to measure twice, 
cut once! You can always remove more wood, but you can’t add wood back!

3. Sand the edges of the door: you want the wood to be smooth to the touch, and free of splin-
ters.

4. Check the door fits properly by placing it in its respective doorway. If it doesn’t fit properly, 
repeat step 2. 

5. Position your hinges on the edge of the door. The direction of the hinges will depend on 
whether you want the door to open into a room or out of it. The ideal position for the hinges 
are 6 inches from the top and the bottom of the door, an d, if the door is heavy (as solid oak 
doors will be), one in the centre. Measure and mark where they will sit; a line where the bot-
tom of the bottom hinge will sit, and a line where the top of the top hinge will sit. Make sure 
both hinges are facing the same direction and are on the same side. The hinges should sit on 
the opposite side of the frame to your light switches, so that when the door is opened, 
the light switch is next to you, rather than hidden behind the door. 

6. Use a pencil to draw around the hinges.

7. Use a chisel to chip away the wood where you marked the hinges; you should remove just 
enough so that the hinge will sit flush with the door (i.e. so it lies flat against the door and 
does not stick out so to cause an obstruction). Finish by sanding to smooth the area and re-
move splinters. 

8. Put the hinge into position on the door. If it does not sit flush against the door, re-chisel and 
sand again.

9. Drill the screws into the holes that will be used to attach the hinge to the door. 

10. Place the door in its frame.

11. Use a pencil to mark the position of the hinges on the frame. 

12. Use one of the hinges to trace its shape and position onto the door frame. 

13. Use your chisel to create an indentation in the frame for the hinge to sit.

14. Attach the hinges to the door and frame.

15. Open and close the door to check it is hung correctly and moves freely. 

Step by step...
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